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Chapter 9
Those thiveing coyotes

. afger the herds were prepared for the
winter range Al and I got our sheep
wagon and started down towards the
' winter range on the south side of Ham's
fork creck below Diamond¥ille where
the coyotes were something awful and
"illed several of our sheep regardless
" of everything we could do,I carried a
rifle everwhere I went but I never did
hit a single one of them as they were
?ggnérally on the far side of the herd,
Al used to laugh at me and told me,"you
“ape no good at all but when ever he
got a chance at one he generally got it.
It was getting cold weather and winter
.was not far off so I decided to quit and
go home so Dave got Frank Phippen to take
ghe herd and I left and went home,T don't

_ pemember what I did that winter but the
‘next spring I was back again and helped
‘with the lambing,sheeringand then lir.
. Fenner wanted me to come down and work
on the ranch and help to haul the wool
" $0 the rail road for he not only had the
Weol for that year but he still had the
®Wool from the yearbefore which he had
“not sold before,so I strted to hauling
‘Wool withDave Faddis with one wagon and
. me with another,we did other things on
- the ranch too,I remember we took two
loads of wool to town on the fourth of
“'July and unloaded at Frontier where we
“later loaded it on to Boxcars on the
“8iding there,after feeding our horses
by the wagons Dave and I went over to
‘Kemmerer on foot to see the celebration
‘and get some beer,we made the rounds of
the triangle stoppirg in every saloon
we would buy a2 pair of five cent scho-
oners of beer which we could get for
&' nickle eachsthen to the next.saloon
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where we did the same thing and so on
to every one' of ' them and there was a
lot of saloons on the triengle at that
time ,then we would start our second i
round but would hesitate to buy the
beer and generally the bartender would
say have one on the house that way our
second trip around would not cost us
anything but by the time we got around
the second time we had a plenty and wa;
then ready for most anything.

South of where the County Cuurt now
stands was a big flat plece of ground
where they had built a race track and
a.base ball diamondnd the crouds were

“all up there to see the horse races so
we went up there too and just as we
arrived they were haveing a race be-
tween a large bay hopse and a smaller
org¢ and the large horse had just beat
the smaller on about three lengths,it
did not look fair to Dave so he look-
ed the owner of the small horse and *
«told him he would bet ten dollars the
small horse could beat the other if he
would let him ride it,the fellow said,
Talright"so gave came to me and asked
me Lo lend him ten dollars whiech he
bet and got on the smell horse and I
did not have much faithhinhim winning
because he was so full of beer but the
race started and sure enough he did bet
the other horse as much as he had beat”
en the other so I got my ten dollars
pback,we spent the rest of the day watc -
ing the celebration and as it was gett!
dark I told Dave we better be getting
pack to our teams and go home but he
was in no hurry to go so at last 1 wen!
alone and got my team and went to the
ranch and some time in the middle of
the night Dave came 1n and the next
morning he had been betting and won &
watch and about twenty dollars in ca.sh!

k"

.
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Agter we hauled and loaded the wool on
the rail road cars or rather as we weme
 joading Walt went over to the Frontier
_galoon and bought a keg of beer which
was 2 mistake on his part for after we
{gﬁt that beer each a good load of beer
_ghe loading went considerahle slower.
. After the wool was desposed of we all
tarted haying,Walt had hired a fellow
- the name of Billy Bouch and Frank
.ppen one of the sheep herders had
me down to help put up the hay but
egry chance we got during haying we
uld go to town and drink beer and have
me and I could see Vialt was getting
ggusted with us all me included al-
ugh when we were through haying I was
py much surprised when he called me
gather with the rest into the house
] paid us off and said,"he did'nt need
any mores. As soon as we got our pay
lch was not very much we went to town
d drank beer again until they were
1 nearly broke,L had thirtyfive dok-
8 left but they did not know 1t,we
Ll went down to the depot and climbed
o a boxcar not ecarelng much which way
wastgolng,that Billy Boush was a
al hobow,that car pulled out and we
de 1t down as far as Pegrahm below
keville and there a brakeman put us
£,it was in the evening and we staydd
ound thore for' a while when we caught
other freight train to Montpelier
ere we found a.small house near the
acks that we rented a couple of beds
the night,early the next morning we
nt down to the tracks again a climbed
to a boxcar and rode for a while,when we
lgre afbaid we wouldd be seen so we got
to a boxecar loaded with coal and rogée
ihat for a while then we found another
mpty boxcar with the side door wide
Ppen and on a sideing a brakeman came
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along and closed and fastened the door :
without knowing we were in there,in th
evening as it was getting dark we wona i
ing how We were going to get out as oy
car was pushed onto a side track for
other train to pass,we could push the
‘open a little and‘ look through the cr:f§
up along the train and as we did so welf
saw a japanese coming down by the side
of the train putting out switich lights
so when he got directly opposite our a
we all shouted to him'and asked him to
unfasten the door which he did and be:
t0 open 1t ,but we told him"No No" only
unfasten" and we rode on to Pocatello
it was about one in the morning whén n
got down from that car and we were ver
careful that noone saw us for fear we
might be arrested as vagrants,we stayd}
around until morning and then hunted
up & traveling agency who were hireing
men to work onmfhe rall road at con~-
struction work and we were told it wou
" cost us each one dodlar to be shipped
by passenger train up to a place call-]
ed Market Iake seberal miles to the o
north so I paid the four dollars for &
four of us and we were Soon riding in
style to the job,however when we got
there Bllly Boush the hobow insisted
we have something to eat before we wenl
to work but the foreman on the job sall
"No you work first and eat later" so ¥
just walked on up the tracks and did
not go to work there and soon caught
another freight train and rode a short
distabhce until we saw what we thought
was a farming community so we decilded
to take 2 walk out there and try to £
a job for we were down to our last
ninty cents for as we all smoked cag??
etts we had to have our bull Durham t0
made them with regardless of anything
else.
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b The last of my thirtyfive dollars had

I now been used up and we did not find

:@any work at the farms although we walk=

. for miles it seem Dbefore we got back ‘

f to the raill road again and caught anoth=

ler freight train that we rode until we

‘arrived at Spencer, Idaho where the

train stopped and while it was stopped

‘T was down on the ground and the others

‘were up on a car,so I was supposed to

‘watch out for the brakeman who might

‘put us off again,I saw the brakeman

‘comming down along side of the traln

ut I did not tell the boys because I

as so disgusted with eveything that
did'nt care what happened and was

ired, of running so the brakeman putb

18 of f again. e went over to a small

pullding that was built on posts about

wree feet off the ground with sheets

of tin wrapped around each post,we learn=

ed later that the bullding was a place

ere grain was stored and the posts

d tin was to keep mice from getting

to the grain and as we lay under this
1ding in.the shade feeling very

rry for ourselves and feeling also

v hungry wondering where we were go-=

g to get something to eat I suggested

trylng to sell a cheap watch I had if

e of the other would try to sell 1t

a small saloon we could see not far

f so Billy Boush volenteered to try

" and took the watch to the saloon but no

L one wahted it but there was a drunken

" Sheepherder in there yho said,"You don't
"need to sell it here is a dollar %o eat

~ on,Billy did not come back until he

" Went into the Company store and bought

gx;.‘,'ja_read,a can of beens and some other

o articles of food and came running back

- with my watch and we went down bE a
Small stream and mede a fire,but he hdd
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forgotten to get any coffee so he saiq
here 1is a nickle,go over and get 2 ni.
le worth of coffee" bubt to buy coffes
by the nickle worth was to much for me
and I told him if T never get coffee i,
my life mgdinl will not try to buy i:
by the nickle worth," Alright then iy
go he saild" and he soon came back With
coffeesi/hen we had eaten our fill we

went back to the small building and t
shade again and wondering what next?

We saw two men comming down the wagon
road thetran parallel wih the rail roa;
tracks so I determined to ask them ir
they knew where we could get work? one
of these men proved Ho be the head I org
man for the Wood Live Stock Co. and Wht
I asked him he pointed to about the Lar
est bullding in the place and said! £0
over: there and ask for Mr Hagenbarth
maybe he will give you a job, I rushed
back, to the others and we all went to
find Mr. Hagenbarth and when we did he
was a very kind and asked us all kinds
of queastion about where we come fron
and such things #&hdnwhen he learned ve
were from Wyoming he said,"f Used to
know a man down there on Fontenell who
had sheep,do you know him? we named
every sheep man we knew of on Fontencl
when some one of mentioned Al Steed, *
that is the man he sald, I spoke up ax
said,Yes bub Al Steed is on Green rive:
not on Fontenell,he heard me T think W
did'nt say anything.

He ‘consulted with his clerk at a desk
then he Turned to Frank Phippen and sal
"I will send you out to Mr Pilerce one
of our foremen and he will tell you 1
what to do.lr Plerce was away off to o
north east,then he turned to Dave Fadd
and told him you c¢an go up to our othe!
foreman,John Lock who had sheep in the
north west.
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if you boys will go over to the store

th me we will get your bedding which

j11 be charged to your account as all

gr men furnish their own bedding,so we
went over to the store which belongs~-

to the company and Prank and Bave

. two pair of blankts,a 'quilt and a
olin for each of them and that same

ping they set out for their respect=

_jobs with some of the companies men

lly and I stood around for a while

Mr Hagenbarth came to us and said,
fix you up for the night and to~

W I want you to i take a team of

&8s and wagon and go down to Dubious
. & dozen miles away and get some

. that were left there all his re-

Were addressed to Billy so I was

left out. In the morning we still

ome of the food left we had got at

tore so we ate that and then took

eam and as I had nothing elseto

I helped him hook up to the wagon

- as we were doing it Mr Hagenbarth

out and handed Billy two meal

tets and turned to me and said, I

88 you can go down with your friend

‘help get those bucks"He explained
a few days before he had hired a

0 to take those bucks out to the buck
d but the fellow had go lost and

the wrong way and had left the

kS ‘at the livery stable at Duboise.

ke this note and these meal tickets

‘note will let the stable man krow

Jyou are and ‘you may get hungry so

Lris neal ticketss 'V

wWent and got the bucks alright T

nk there weer seven in the wagon

01 the way back it began to rain

48 We were in an ppen wagon we

vey wet. but we got back and then

flagenbarth told us there was one
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other foreman by the name of Anderson
who had trouble becausé two of BfiS ey,
got mixed and there had been some dif-
ficulty between the two herders and O
of them had quit so he told Billy he
could go out there and help the other
herder until they can get them separai
again. I felt awful blue,I was the onc
wWho had, ‘asked for the jobs and still T
did ‘mot have any yet,anyway. o
I think Mr Hagenbarth lmew what T was
thinking for at last he said to me,"c
have a couple of dutchmen(Germans) ous
at lire Lambs camp who are trying to ma)
a fence around a horse pasture and I
guess I will let you go out there and

- help them" I was greatly releaved for
1t seemed (at last I had a job. Billy
and I got our bedding .about the same as
the others and were sent to our work o:
that was the last time I ever saw any
of them again except I saw Dave Faddis
several years later at a fair in Afton
but he acted like he did not want Lo 4
6o me, I guess he thought I was going !
ask him to pay back some of the money
I hed spent on that trip, But I didint.
These two German boys refered %o wers
some relatives of lr Hagenbarth,he was
German too and they took all kinds of
advantage of the factiby not doing any
more than they had to especlally the

- older and bigger one of the two named
Carl and when I started %o help them 1
they had only about one half of one sid
of a forty acre tract set with 0sts,
there was plent of timber suitable for
fence posts very near by and all we hal
to do was to chop it down and put then
in the ground the youngest and much
the smallest man and I would go out to
work as soon as we had eaten our break”
fast and start to work while Carl would
say,"I must wash the dishes and elean
the house,(they did have a house)
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About eleven o'clock he would come
" gtrowling out there very slowly and
pelp us for a short while and gay,"I m
“sast go and cook dimmer and in the
afternoon it was about the same way,
_the littig man was by far the best
worker and he and I went along pretty
well. MNr. Lamb for whom we were working
~and some of the other foremen were
_ gathered togather in the house one day
‘gnd. I found out he did not like Carl
.yery mich for I happened to hear him
gay,"those dutchmen have been here &ll
agmmer and the two weeks that Cook has
sen here they have made more fence
n all the rest put togather,I of-
pse was not supposed to hear that.
Jne day when we had started on the th
iird side of the field Mr Lamb came to
and said," I would like you to take
r bed and go with me over to a herd
e a fellow has just quit and take
r the herd there'. I left the two
chmen and spread my bed on the ground
the tent where the other fellow had
n sleeping who had been herding.
ter a few days I began to itch some
ng awful I would scratch and scratch
. one day out in the open I took my
rt off to examine it and then and ©
gere I was introduced to for the first
fme in my life to agenuine hord of
¥y lice apparently the fellow who had
" $he herd before had left them from his
"Bed and gave them to me gratis,so now
iimﬁhad a real job,each evening I would
- Boil my clothes and shake my bedding
"~ and do everything I could think of to
g6t rid of them and after many days I
Was free of them and a little later
Sthat fall Mr Lamb turned over the thoro-
S bred herd of black face Shropshire to
stare for which I considered a sort of
Permotion but while I was herding them
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I got a terrible tooth ache and one op
the camp movers told me about a Dr Sho
maker down in Idaho Falls who was Very,
good at pulling teeth and as he was
going down to Duboise I could ride thai
far with him,I told Mp.Lamb and he 8ot
someone else to take the herd and T
went down to Duboise with the campmoveg,
and from there I bought a return Glelkey
on the rail road down to Idaho Fedls,
the campmover had told me the Dr.was
very fond ofthe bottle so before I wey
up to see him in his office I had take;
a couple of drinks just to kinda brace
myself and the Dr. noticed it on my
breath I guess and when he had pulledm
-tooth he asked me,"did it hurte" I saic
"No,I have a good notion to go down axd
get drunk to celebrate the occassion. °
He sald,come in here to the back room,
I have a lady customer comming in and
when I get through with her we will £0
down and have a.smile" and with that he
handed me a part full glass of whisky,
drinlk that while we are waiting" he sa!
"I have a lady customer comming in and
when I get trough with her we will go
down and have a smile" When he got pead
he came in took down a gold headed cans
and a tall silk hat and said,"Now my bo
we are ready'I felt rather silly for T
was not dressed for such company but we
went down and he led the way to an ap-
parently deserted empty room and follow
ed through it to a back door where we
entered into a very elegant bar room =n
a very exXpensive looking place,we went
over to the bar and the Dr. ordered tho
drinks first and then I did likewise an
after several more I remember the Dp.w:
leaning on the bar preaching to the bar
tender and told him,"This young man has
teeth like a horse",I was pretty well
intoxicated but I did know enough to
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know I had & train to catech to get back
to my job and that the train was nearly
. gue so I excused myself and bid the Dr.
goodbye but stopred in at a small eat-
4ing place and went up to the counter
and climbed on one of the stools and a
nice looking young man came over and
asked me what I would have? I blubted
out,"give a dozen raw boiled eggs" he
~gave me one disgusted look and walked
away,after a while T shouted at him,"
carent you golng to give me something to
“eat?" Yes when you get sence enough to
o gell me what you want" Well I will hawe
you know I have just had some teeth pull-
ed and want some thing soft,then he dfd
‘pbring me something and I ate and paid
‘for 1t and left and got to the depot in
‘gime to catch my train and gobtaboard I
‘gayve the conductor my ticket and sank
down in one of the seats and went fast
BB leep.Allat once I felt the train g
‘give a little jerk and as a brakeman
JwWas passing I asked"is this Duboise"No
@S ds Pleasant Valley he replied,we
“had gone past Duboilse and on pasted
‘Spencer too and on up the canion to
Pleasant valley and when he told me that
I jumped to my feet and ran for the door
‘@nd although the train was going pretty
fast I jumped off and took a roll down
andembankiiehbtseveral feet high but I
" Was not hurt but got up and looked and
‘&l I could see was the tail lights of
the train in one direction and a small
light in the small station we had just
'Passed,T walked back to the station and
8sked the  depot clerk if he knew where
I could stay for the night? He poined
€0 a farmhouse somewhere out there in
the darkness but I knew I was in no
Condition to find any farm house so I
- Started walking back down the canion
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I had bought my ticket from Duboilse an
it was good to return me to Duboise by
we had gone past there and past Speng.
where I wanted to go and up this gradg
in a sort of canion near where I hag

herded my sheep before and I had got g
quainted with an old man who was hireg
by the rail road to walk the tracks wy
this canion every night and wateh for
large boulders that might roll down on
the tracks and cause aceldents. Aftern
I had walked three or four miles down
this grade I came to small rock eabin
that had one of those large railroad :
stoves in it which was s$ill red hot b
cause the old man had been there and a
his mid-night meal and 18ft the hot sy
and in one corner was a pilé of beddin
during my walk in the cold fall air T
had partly sober myself but I curled vy
on this bedding and went to sleep agai

In the morning aheavy freight train
came pounding up this grade which awol
and after a good stretch I strted back
down the rest of the way to Spencer an
arrived there just as the morning pass
enger train came down the same dipecti
and I was told later if I had stayed
with the train that night instead of
Jumping of the rail road would have to
bring me back again free.

I'had been so awfully ashamed of my
conduet that I had not written home +o -
tell them where I was,it was ip 1900
and I was comming to my/|twent 1663k piri
day that fall when at 1agt I got a let!
from home telling me my Father had didé/
in July and was burrieq With out me ke
ing about it so I never got to his fun¢
and now Iy dear Hotherp was a widow.
dhen I got back to Spencer Np Hagenbar
informed me that my three friends had
left the company long before,Franlk Phip
pen had tried to herd sheep 1like he qid
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in the wide open country in Wyoming and
and allowed his herd to scatter so far
into the territory claimed by another
nerder and had got himself fired less
than a month after he started, Billy
“Boush had got. into a fight with the other
nerder he was supposed to help with the
mixed herd and he too left,Dave Faddis
nad lasted a little longer and after tell-
ing all he came in conbact with some of
his big storles,some about me,one was
1ike this: When you meet that man Cook
you better Loolk ome i forohior 1 atreal
 fighter,he can whib a dozen menyhe has
‘peen in the ring" then another was,That
man Cook can make a violin really talk"
ofcoarse such talk did not harm me but
Wthet was all his own make up I did hawe
‘gn old violin on the Fenner ranch but
‘never got so I could play anything.fWell
yDave Faddis left too so I was the only
one of the four left who had stayed with
“ghe job. Mr Hagenbarth sent me oubt next
with a young foremen who had recently
‘gotmarried by the name of Wakefileld he
. 'had two herds to look after the one I
had and another one was given to a man
by the name of Billy Nelson who was of
‘seandinavian decent and .we started out
‘for the winter range west of Dubolse
fowards little lost river country and
ofcoarse we had sheep wagons for the
Winter time.Mr Wakefield would move
our wagons when he thought it necessary
~and then left us for as much sometimes
““'as two weeks at a time,he had a trailer
house that he placed in some nice shel=
tered place where he and his wife lived
Billy and I ofcoarse were alone in each
of our wagons and our herds and ab times
We were miles apart and did our own
cooking with the only company was with
our faithful dog so we made up signs
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by wavelng our hat in a certain way yq
meant turn your herd that was and T g
turn mine the other way and we will g
togather for a visit so we did get tq.
gather onee inh a while.



